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The first $1000 given to church work or education by John 
D . Rockefeller, outside his own congregation’s work, was in 
response to an informal chat on a railway train.
Delay by accident led to impromptu acquaintanceship 
with one of twice his years, but of an urbanity and historical 
knowledge that were captivating. The conductor accosted 
him as Judge; a brakeman touched his cap with the salutation 
of Senator.
“ You are in public life?”  ventured the younger man, himself 
yet far away from the fame of wealth’s foremost gatherer, its 
premier distributor.
“ Most of my life I ’ve been so engaged,”  was the response. 
“ It’s a way the American farm boy has,”  he went on; and Mr. 
Rockefeller, remembering Pennsylvania rural boyhood, confided 
that farms, he believed, did sometimes yield their young men 
to other livelihoods. “ I was a long while on the New York 
Supreme Court bench,”  the narrator added. “ Then back in 
1861, when Horace Greeley and William M . Evarts were con­
testing for the United States Senate, I ventured into their scrim­
mage. It was a real fight. I was elected. Ira Harris is my 
name.”
Further than that, biographic detail was not needed. Wha 
during Civil War crises had been the Ira Harris part was within 
every alert business man’s knowledge— for when fair play had 
been imperiled in that loose contract era, when politics had as­
sumed intervening and assessing authority, when almost the popu­
lar slogan at the national capital was “ pay as you enter,”  stalwart 
championship by the fighting New Yorker had saved the day 
for square dealing.
“ I am 70 years old now,”  the veteran said, “and out of 
politics. I am engaged in something that appeals to me maybe 
even a little more. You see,”  and the brave old eyes sparkled, 
“ you see, I ’ve been promoted. I am President now.”
Mr. Rockefeller can look encouragement to pleasant con­
versation— many the man who coming 
twinkled into precisely 100 per cent 
“ President Harris, that’s the title 
American Baptist Missionary Union.’
“ Tell me about it,” Mr. Rockefelh 
astic chronicle responded. And when 1 
ing, the oil man— long way yet to tra 
millionaire— volunteered:
“ Senator— meaning, Mr. President- 
to a brother Baptist.”
And, for postscript, by mail within 
Cleveland came cordiality’s check— Job 
on world-wonder giving.
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First Administrative Head of University, 
Chancellor Ira Harris
Ira H arris. Class of 1824.
United States Senator from New York
State.
This picture was taken in October, 1 864.
((jcLAU ■
tACS LoTt 3J2-0 h<*jrr i,5 ~ OO© t
B Y -T H E -B Y E  IN  W ALL STREET
The first $1000 given to church work or education by John 
D . Rockefeller, outside his own congregation’s work, was in 
response to an informal chat on a railway train.
Delay by accident led to impromptu acquaintanceship 
with one of twice his years, but of an urbanity and historical 
knowledge that were captivating. The conductor accosted 
him as Judge; a brakeman touched his cap with the salutation 
of Senator.
“ You are in public life?” ventured the younger man, himself 
yet far away from the fame of wealth’s foremost gatherer, its 
premier distributor.
“ Most of my life I’ve been so engaged,”  was the response. 
“ It’s a way the American farm boy has,”  he went on; and Mr. 
Rockefeller, remembering Pennsylvania rural boyhood, confided 
that farms, he believed, did sometimes yield their young men 
to other livelihoods. “ I was a long while on the New York 
Supreme Court bench,”  the narrator added. “ Then back in 
1861, when Horace Greeley and William M . Evarts were con­
testing for the United States Senate, I ventured into their scrim­
mage. It was a real fight. I was elected. Ira Harris is my 
name.”
Further than that, biographic detail was not needed. Wha 
during Civil War crises had been the Ira Harris part was within 
every alert business man’s knowledge—*for”~when fair play had 
been imperiled in that loose contract era, when politics had as­
sumed intervening and assessing authority, when almost the popu­
lar slogan at the national capital was “ pay as you enter,”  stalwart 
championship by the fighting New Yorker had saved the day 
for square dealing.
“ I am 70 years old now,”  the veteran said, “ and out of 
politics. I am engaged in something that appeals to me maybe i 
even a little more. You see,”  and the brave old eyes sparkled, ! 
“ you see, I ’ve been promoted. I am President now.”
Mr. Rockefeller can look encouragement to pleasant con­
versation— many the man who coming only to ask has been 
twinkled into precisely 100 per cent communicativeness.
“ President Harris, that’s the title now— President of the 
American Baptist Missionary Union.”
“ Tell me about it,”  Mr. Rockefeller requested. Enthusi­
astic chronicle responded. And when later there was train part­
ing, the oil man— long way yet to travel before he would be 
millionaire— volunteered:
“ Senator— meaning, Mr. President— you have been talking 
to a brother Baptist.”
And, for postscript, by mail within the week to Albany from 
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Around the Town
Senator Harris 
A nd  His 'Castle'1
By EDGAR S, VAN OLINDA
I was talking to an octogenarian a couple of days ago, 
one whose years rest lightly on his well set-up shoulders. He is 
la very prominent Albanian, still actively engaged in a very 
^complicated business. In the course of our conversation, he 
said: “ I don’t ever remember having seen an article of yours 
about the old barracks up in New Scotland which were used 
during the Civil War as a recruiting station. It stood about 
ere the Albany Medical Center is at the present time.” 
That struck a responsive cord somewhere in my conscious­
ness and I recalled that a few years ago, Clarence S. Keeshan, 
the plumbing gentleman, sent me a small hand-colored photo­
graph, made by Wood Brothers (“ Over the U. S. Post Office in 
Albany.” ) It showed a large, red brick structure as the central 
portion, with battlemented towers on each side, surrounding a 
flag pole flying the American flag with many less stars In the 
blue field than those shown at the present time.
A sign on the front of the main building read-: “ Ira Harris, 
U.S.A. General Hospital.”  Undoubtedly, this was the build­
ing to which our informant referred.
'Haunted Castle'
This young, elderly Albanian told me this building was 
known as “ The Haunted Castle,’ ’and that the closest he and his 
young companions ever came was within tossing distance of 
a fist-sized rock, small enough to fling, but heavy enough to 
carry through the many panes of glass which remained un­
broken due to the poor aim of some of the youngsters.
He also informed us that the recruits were sent to this 
series of buildings and marched over to the Parade Grounds 
in Washington Park for two weeks’ intensive training before 
being shipped to the battle grounds of the south.
Ira Harris was a United States Senator, whose unsuccess­
ful opponents were Horace Greely and William M. Evarts. Mr. 
Harris became a confidante of President Lincoln. During the 
Civil War, he raised a regiment of calvary and a regiment of 
infantry for the Union, both units bearing his name. Pre­
sumably, the hospital or barracks so honored him. Mr. Harris 
was, for many years, president of the board of trustees of 
Union College; president of the Albany Medical College and the 
board of trustees of Vassar College, in Poughkeepsie. He was 
one of the founders of Rochester University and its first 
chancellor.
It might seem as if Mr. Harris was in great measure re­
sponsible for the establishment of the complex which now con­
tains the Albany Medical College, the Albany Law School, the 
College of Pharmacy and the Albany extensions of Union Col­
lege on the site which now is called “ University Heights.”
Leonard Property
Much of the land on which the branches of Union College 
stand was the property of the late Jesse Leonard, who began 
his successful business career as a printer of religious hymn- 
books and tracts. The elevated spur of land, once the road­
bed of the Mohawk and Hudson Railroad, forerunner of the 
present New York Central Lines, was renamed Holland Avenue.
Mr. Leonard developed most of his property for residential 
purposes, naming many of the streets after existing colleges, 
such as Notre Dame, Princeton and Cornell appealing to the 
alumni of these institutions. There is a Harris Avenue in the 
vicinity, possibly a tribute to that early American patriot, and 
Taw maker, Ira Harris. ____________
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H A R R IS, Ira (grandfather o f Henry Riggs Rathbone), a 
Senator from New Y ork; born in Charleston, Montgomery 
County, N. Y., May 31, 1802; attended the district school and 
1 Homer (N. Y.) Academy; was graduated from Union College, 
'X> Schenectady, N. Y., in 1824; studied law in Albany, was ad- 
^ mitted to the bar in 1832, and commenced practice in A lbany; 
\ member o f the State assembly in 1845 and 1846; delegate to 
. the State constitutional convention in 1846; served in the 
State senate in 1847; upon the organization o f the Albany Law 
J School in 1850 was engaged as lecturer on equity jurisprudence ; 
justice o f the State supreme court 1847-1859; elected as a 
Republican to the United States Senate, and served from March 
4, 1861, to March 3, 1867; unsuccessful candidate for reelection; 
delegate to the State constitutional convention in 1867; pro­
fessor in the Albany Law School from 1867 until his death; 
died in Albany, N. Y., December 2, 1875; interment in the Rural 
Cemetery, Colonie, near Watervliet, Albany County, N. Y.
IRA HARRIS, L L .D . Profesr?or at the Albany Law School*
From* A clipping in Prof. Pearson's Scrap Book. ^  3
IRA HARRIS. Esc-., A.M., 1824, of Albany, H.I., was a member of the "delphis Society. 
Adelphio Catalogue 1850 (Died: 1875)
1824 IRA HARRIS.
At the annual commencement of* Hamilton University, 
the degree of LL.D. was conferred upon the Hon. Ira 
Harris, of Albany, one of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court.
Daily Albany Argus 
Aug.22, 1848
3_824 IRA HARRIS
MARRIED: At Homer village, Cortland Co., on the 
24th inst. by the Rev. Alfred Bennett, Ira Harris, 
Esq., Attorney at Law, of this city, to Miss Louisa 
H. Tubbs, daughter of Col. Benijah Tubbs, of the 
former place.
Journal and Telegraph, 
Albany, N. Y.
February 4, 1832
to the Ninety-fourth, Ninety-fifth and Ninety-sixth Congress­
es (January 3, 1975-January 3, 1981); unsuccessful candidate 
for reelection in 1980 to the Ninety-seventh Congress; re­
sumed the practice of law with firm of Harris & Berg in 
Washington, D.C.; is a resident of Mount Vernon, Va
HARRIS, Ira (grandfather of Henry Riggs Rathbone), a 
Senator from New York; born in Charleston, Montgomery 
County, N.Y., May 31, 1802; attended the district school and 
Homer (N.Y.) Academy; graduated from Union College, 
Schenectady, N.Y., in 1824; studied law in Albany; was ad­
mitted to the bar in 1827 and commenced practice in 
Albany; member, State assembly 1845-1846; delegate to the 
State constitutional convention in 1846; member, State 
senate 1847; upon the organization of the Albany Law 
School in 1850 was engaged as lecturer on equity jurispru­
dence; justice of the State supreme court 1847-1859; elected 
as a Republican to the United States Senate and served from 
March 4, 1861, to March 3, 1867; unsuccessful candidate for 
reelection; chairman, Committee on Private Lane Claims 
(Thirty-seventh through Thirty-ninth Congresses); delegate 
to the State constitutional convention in 1867; professor in 
the Albany Law School from 1867 until his death died in 
Albany, N.Y., December 2, 1875; interment in Rurd Ceme­
tery, Colonie, near Watervliet, Albany County, N.Y.
Bibliography: DAB.
educational and religious work; trustee of Lafayette College 
1865-1872; died in Baltimore, Md., on July 16, 1898; inter­
ment in Westminster Presbyterian Burying Ground.
HARRIS, John (cousin of Robert Harris), a Representative 
from New York; born at Harris Ferry (now Harrisburg), Pa., 
September 26, 1760; moved to Aurelias (now in Cayuga 
County), Onondaga County, N.Y., in 1789; operated the first 
ferry across Cayuga Lake; acted as an Indian interpreter, 
and opened the first store and tavern in Cayuga County in 
1789; appointed a colonel in the New York State Militia in 
1806; elected as a Republican to the Tenth Congress (March 
4, 1807-March 3, 1809); commanded the One Hundred and 
Fifty-eighth New York Regiment in the War of 1812; died in 
Bridgeport, near Seneca Falls, N.Y., in November 1824; in­
terment in the local cemetery.
HARRIS, John Spafford, a Senator from Louisiana; born 
in Truxton, Cortland County, N.Y., on December 18, 1825; 
attended the common schools; moved to Du Page County, 
111., then on to Milwaukee, Wis., in 1846; employed as clerk 
in a mercantile establishment and pursued his education 
1846-1849; engaged in mercantile pursuits 1849-1863; moved 
to Natchez, La., in 1863 and at the close of the Civil War 
was one of the largest cotton planters in the State; member 
of the State constitutional convention in 1868, being chosen 
one of a committee of seven to conduct the affairs of the 
State until the constitution could be adopted; member, State 
senate 1868; upon the readmission of Louisiana to represen­
tation was elected as a Republican to the United States 
Senate and served from July 8, 1868, to March 3, 1871; 
appointed surveyor general for Montana by President Ches­
ter Arthur on November 21, 1881; died in Butte, Mont., 
January 25, 1906; interment in Forestvale Cemetery, 
Helena, Mont.
HARRIS, John Thomas (cousin of John Hill of Virginia), a 
Representative from Virginia; born at Browns Gap, Albe­
marle County, Va., May 8, 1823; completed academic studies; 
studied law; was admitted to the bar in 1845 and commenced 
practice in Harrisonburg; Commonwealth attorney for Rock­
ingham County, Va., 1852-1859; elected as an Independent 
Democrat to the Thirty-sixth Congress (March 4, 1859- 
March 3, 1861); was nominated for reelection in 1860 but no 
election was held, Virginia having seceded from the Union 
on April 17, 1861; member of the State house of delegates 
1863-1865; judge of the twelfth judicial circuit 1866-1869; on 
the readmission of Virginia to representation was an unsuc­
cessful candidate for Congress at a special election held in 
July 1869; elected as a Democrat to the Forty-second and to 
the four succeeding Congresses (March 4, 1871-March 3, 
1881); chairman, Committee on Elections (Forty-fourth and 
Forty-Fifth Congresses), Committee on Revision of the Laws 
(Forty-sixth Congress); declined a unanimous renomination; 
chairman of the Virginia Democratic convention in 1884; 
commissioner to the World’s Fair at Chicago; died in Harri­
sonburg, Va., October 14, 1899; interment in Woodbine Cem­
etery.
HARRIS, Mark, a Representative from Maine; born in 
Ipswich, Essex County, Mass., January 27, 1779; attended 
the common schools; moved to Portland, Maine (then a dis­
trict of Massachusetts), in 1800; engaged in mercantile pur­
suits; member of the Massachusetts State senate in 1816; 
held several local offices; elected to the Seventeenth Con­
gress to Fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Ezekiel 
Whitman and served from December 2, 1822, to March 3, 
1823; resumed mercantile pursuits; member of the State 
house of representatives in 1830; treasurer of Cum berland
HARRIS, Isham Green, a Representative and a Senator 
from Tennessee; born near Tullahoma, Franklin County, 
Tenn., February 10, 1818; attended the common schools and 
Winchester Academy; moved to Paris, Tenn., to become a 
store clerk; studied law; was admitted to the bar ind com­
menced practice in Paris, Henry County, Tenn., in 1841; 
member, State senate 1847; elected as a Democrat to the 
Thirty-First and Thirty-second Congresses (March 4, 1849- 
March 3, 1853); declined to be a candidate for renomination 
in 1852; chairman, Committee on Invalid Pensions (Thirty- 
second Congress); moved to Memphis in 1853 and resumed 
the practice of law; elected Governor of Tennessee in 1857, 
1859, and 1861, and committed Tennessee to the Confederate 
cause; served in the Confederate Army for the list three 
years of the Civil War; after the Civil War, fleq first to 
Mexico, then to England; returned to Tennessee and re­
sumed the practice of law in Memphis; elected as a Demo­
crat to the United States Senate in 1877; reelectec in 1883, 
1889, and 1895 and served from March 4, 1877, until his 
death; served as President pro tempore of the Senate during 
the Fifty-third Congress; chairman, Committee on district of 
Columbia (Forty-sixth and Fifty-third Congresses), Commit­
tee on Epidemic Diseases (Forty-ninth through Filty-second 
Congresses), Committee on Private Land Claims (Fi'ty.fourth 
and Fifty-fifth Congresses); died in Washington, D.I;., July 8, 
1897; funeral services were held in the Chamber 0f the 
United States Senate; interment in Elmwood <)emetery, 
Memphis, Tenn.
Bibliography: DAB; U S. Congress. Memorial Addresses. 55th Cong., 2nd 
sess., 1897-1898. Washington, D C.: Government Printing Office iggg. \yat. 
ters, George W. “Isham Green Harris, Civil War Governor in(j Senator 
from Tennessee, 1818-1897.” Ph D. dissertation, Florida State University, 
1977.
HARRIS, James Morrison, a Representative fr<,m Mary­
land; born in Baltimore, Md., November 20, 1817; educated 
at private institutions in Baltimore; entered Lafayette Col­
lege, Easton, Pa., in 1833; studied law; was admitied to the 
bar in 1843 and commenced practice in Baltimore; elected as 
a candidate of the American Party to the Thii^y-fourth, 
Thirty-fifth, and Thirty-sixth Congresses (March 4> 1355.  
March 3, 1861); declined to be a candidate for ren^jrjgfiQfj 
in 1860; resumed the practice of law and also eigaged in
k
Harrington, Henry W,— W as born in Otse­
go County, New York, September 12, 1825; studied 
law, and came to tbe bar in 1849 ; in 1856 be took up 
his residence in Indiana and continued tbe prosecu­
tion of his profession there ; after serving in a local 
Convention he was chosen a Delegate to the Charles­
ton Convention in 1860 ; and in 1862 he was elected a 
Representative from Indiana to the Thirty-eighth  
Congress, serving on the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. He was a Delegate to the New York Con­
vention of 1868 ; and was subsequently appointed an 
Assessor of Internal Revenue in Indiana.
Harrington, Samuel M .— Born in Dover, 
Delaware, in 1802 ; graduated at Washington College, 
Maryland, in 1823, and adopted the profession of law ; 
in 1830 he was appointed Secretary of State of Dela­
ware ; soon afterwards Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of his native State ; after the change in the 
Constitution, he went upon the bench of the Superior 
Court ; became Chief Justice of the same in 1855 ; 
and in 1857 he was made Chancellor of the State, 
which position he held until his death, November 28, 
1865. In 1854 he was at the head of a Commission 
to codify the laws of Delaware ; in 1854 received the 
degree of Doctor of Laws ; and was the President, 
for several years, of the Delaware Railroad Com­
pany.
Harris, Benjamin Gwinn.— Born near 
Leonardstown, St. Mary’s County, Maryland, Decem­
ber 13, 1806 ; after receiving an academical educa­
tion at Charlotte Hall, he spent a few months in St. 
M ary’s College, and went to Yale College, from which 
he was dismissed with one hundred and forty others, 
in 1829, on account of their seceding from Commons 
H a ll ; and although a compact was entered into that 
they would not return unless their wishes were re­
spected, all of them did return, excepting Mr. Harris 
and one other, a Georgian. He subsequently spent 
fourteen months at the Cambridge Law School, and 
then settled in his native county as a lawyer. In 1832 
he was elected to the House of Delegates of Mary­
land, and re-elected in 1833, 1836, 1849, 1S52, and 
1856. W ith  his profession and public duties he ever 
combined agricultural pursuits ; and in 1863 he was 
elected a Representative from Maryland to the 
Thirty-eighth Congress, serving on the Committee op 
Manufactures. He was a Delegate to the “  Chicago 
Convention ” of 1864. Re-elected to the Thirty- 
ninth Congress. In May, 1865, he was arrested and 
tried by Court-martial for violating the 56th Article 
of W a r, and, although declared guilty, the President, 
on account of additional testimony, ordered the sen­
tence of the court to be remitted in full.
Harris, Benjamin W,— He was bom  in 
Bridgewater, Massachusetts, November 10, 1823 ; re­
ceived an academic education ; studied law at the 
Dane Law School, Cambridge, and admitted to prac­
tice at Boston in 1850 ; removed to East Bridgewater 
in 1850 ; was a member of the State Senate in 1857, 
and a Representative in 1858 ; was District Attorney 
from 1858 to 1866 ; was Collector of Internal Reve­
nue for the Second District from 1866 until 1873, 
when he resigned ; and was elected to the Forty- 
third Congress, and re-elected to the Forty-fourth, 
serving on the Committee on Indian Affairs.
Harris, Cary A ,—He was appointed in July,
n e f i e h ^ C o J  J n n a J a  q  tke
0 ^  ^  L a  o-;
Illinois, lie was elected, in i>62, a Representative 
from that State to the Thirty-eighth Congress, serv­
ing on the Committees on Public Expenditures and 
on Expenditures in the W ar Department.
• i *
Harris, Ekhvard,— He was one of the earliest 
members of the Circuit Court of the United States 
after its organization, and was appointed Judge of the 
Fifth Circuit in 1802, by President Jefferson.
Harris, Elisha,— He was Governor of Rhode 
Island for two years, beginning with the year 1847.
Harris, George E,— He was born in Orange 
County, North Carolina, January, 1827 ; brought up in 
Carroll County, Tennessee ; removed to Mississippi in 
1844 ; studied law and practiced from 1854 until the 
breaking out of the war in 1861 ; was opposed to se­
cession, but when his State severed her connection 
with the Union he went into the Confederate Army, 
and remained until the close of the w a r; came home 
and favored reconstruction ; was elected District At­
torney in 1865 and 1866; was elected to the Forty- 
first and Forty-second Congresses, serving on the Com­
mittees on Military Affairs and Accounts. He was 
subsequently chosen Attorney-General for the State 
of Mississippi.
Harris, Henry B .— He was born in Sparta, 
Georgia, February 2, 1828 ; removed to Greenville, 
Meriwether County, in 1833; graduated at Emory 
College in 1847; has been engaged in planting ; was 
a member of the Georgia Convention in 1861, and was 
elected to the Forty-third Congress, and re-elected to 
the Forty-fourth, serving on the Committee on Mines 
and Mining. In December, 1875, he was appointed 
Chairman of the Committee on Enrolled Bills.
— He was bora in Charleston, Mont­
gomery County, New York, M ay 31, 1802, tracing his 
lineage to the colony of Roger W illiam s ; when a boy 
he labored upon a farm in summer, and attended 
school in winter ; in his seventeenth year he entered 
Cortland Academy to prepare for college ; graduated 
at Union College in 1824; studied law, and was ad­
mitted to the bar in Albany, where he settled. For 
seventeen years he devoted his whole attsntion to his 
profession, in which he was eminently successful, 
avoiding all political entanglements. In 1844 he was 
elected to the State Legislature ; re-elected in 1845; 
was a Delegate in 1846 to the Convention for revising 
the Constitution of the State ; before the Convention 
adjourned was elected to the State Senate ; in 1847 
he was elected Judge of the Supreme Court, and held 
the position twelve years and a half ; and in 1861 he 
was elected, for six years, a Senator in Congress from 
New York, serving as Chairman o f the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, and member of the Committees 
on the Judiciary, Foreign Relations, and Public Lands. 
He was a member of the Special Joint Committee on 
the Rebellious States. He was also a member of the 
National Committee appointed to accompany the re­
mains of President Lincoln to Ulinois. During his 
sojourn in Washington he delivered an occasional 
Lecture before the Law Students of Columbia Col­
lege by invitation of the Faculty. He was also a 
Delegate to the Philadelphia “  Loyalists’ Conven­
tion” of 1866, and to the “  State Constitutional Con­
vention” of 1867. He received from Union College 
the degree of L L .D ., and in 1869 was acting President 
of that institution. Died in Albany, December 2,1875.
C a v U c 6 m
-aoo(*
HARRIS HARRIS 91
important works, but subsequently was a large ex- 
ncrter of tobacco and flour. When Virginia se­
eded from the Union in April, 1861, he became a 
captain of engineers in the state forces. He was 
the first to reconnoitre the line of Bull Run, and 
when the position at Manassas Junction was occu­
pied in force toward the end of May, 1861, he 
planned and constructed the works for its defence. 
He was attached to the staff of Gen. Philip St. 
George Oocke at the battle of Bull Run, ac­
companied Beauregard to the west early in 1862, 
and there planned and constructed the works at 
Island No. 10 and Port Pillow, and the river-de­
fences at Vicksburg. In October, 1862, he was 
transferred to Charleston, and took charge of the 
defensive engineering operations at that place. In 
1864, as colonel of engineers, he went with Gen. 
Beauregard to Virginia, and was employed on the 
defences of Petersburg. A short time before his 
death he was commissioned a brigadier-general.
HARRIS, Elisha, physician, b. in Westminster, 
Vt., 4 March, 1824; d. in Albany, N. Y., 31 Jan., 
1884. He was graduated at the College of physi­
cians and surgeons of New York in 1849, and 
entered on the practice of his profession in that 
city. In 1855 he was appointed superintendent 
and physician-in-chief of the quarantine hospital 
on Staten Island, and at that time constructed a 
floating hospital for the lower quarantine station. 
During the civil war he was instrumental in the 
organization of the U. S. sanitary commission in 
New York city, and was actively concerned in its 
work. On the organization of the Metropolitan 
board of health in 1866 he was made registrar of 
vital statistics, and also corresponding secretary, 
and in 1868 he was appointed sanitary superintend­
ent of New Y ork city. While holding this office 
he made a systematic inspection of tenement-houses, 
and so vigorously enforced the law providing for 
their ventilation and lighting that he secured, 
among other reforms, the putting in of nearly 
40,000 windows and about 2,000 roof-ventilators 
during the year 1869. He also organized the first 
free public vaccination service, and the system of 
house-to-house visitation. In 1873 he was again 
made registrar of vital statistics, and held that 
S 5 e tuitil the reorganization of this bureau in 1876.
hen the New York state board of health was cre­
ated m 1880, Dr. Harris was appointed one of its 
members, and then became its secretary, which place 
he continued to hold until his death. The railway 
n nuance that has been adopted and used by the 
Russian army was invented by him. Dr. Harris 
: : i r nected, with many medical and sanitary as- 
ln the United States, was a delegate in 
A ° the International medical congress of the 
T  Publl?n health association, and in 1878 
thp ,„n  et President of that association. He was 
and Pdn °f numerous articles on sanitary topics, 
If a T>fcf e veA'al valuable reports on these subjects. 
Mar„u Vr.k, George, Lord, British soldier, b. 18 
E n S d  v - afc his estate of Belmont, Kent, 
VVef  m'd’ f19 May’ 1829- He was educated at 
captain in i w,erdered army in 1759, became 
ment in i came t° this country with his regi- 
ker Hin d TWas . ^ g e d  at Lexington and Bun- 
wounded in fu u âtter action he was severely 
Pahnpd „ nt le head, and in consequence was tre- 
take t i afind went home, but returned in time to 
°n Lono T i Pjeyi°us to the landing of the army 
Present ft Jllly’ 177G- Capt. Harris was
on the kl ,n f  f l aTlr Elatbush, in the skirmishes 
at White Pi ■ ^ ew York, and in the engagement 
the leer imf ins", 4-tIron Hill he was shot through 
’ > n°twithstanding the severity of his
wound, he mounted a horse and went in pursuit of 
the enemy. He was afterward present in every 
action up to 3 Nov., 1778, except that of German­
town. In the latter year he was appointed to a ma­
jority in his regiment, and in that rank served under 
Brig.-Gen. Meadows at St. Lucie. He afterward 
served in India, and in February, 1798, was made 
governor of Madras. In December, 1798, he was 
placed at the head of the army, and captured Ser- 
mgapatam, for which service he received the thanks 
of both houses of parliament. He was promoted 
to the colonelcy of the 73d foot, 4 Feb., 1800; be­
came lieutenant-general, 1 Jan., 1801; general, 1 
Jan., 1812, and was raised to the peerage by the 
title of Lord Harris, 11 Aug., 1815.
HARRIS, George Washington, humorist, b. 
in what is now Allegheny City, Pa., 20 March, 
1814; d. near Knoxville, Tenn., 11 Dec., 1869. He 
was taken to Knoxville, Tenn., when four years 
old, was apprenticed to a jeweller, and afterward 
commanded a Tennessee - river steamboat. He 
wrote able political articles during the Harrison 
campaign, and in 1843 began to contribute humor­
ous stories to the New York “ Spirit of the Times,”  
under the pen-name of “ S—1. In 1858-’61 he
wrote for Nashville journals the “ Sut Lovengood 
Papers,” some of which afterward appeared in 
book-form as “ Sut Lovengood’s Yarns” (New 
York, 1867). Capt. Harris made several inven­
tions, which he described in the “ Scientific Ameri­
can.” He died suddenly, and it was thought by 
some that he was poisoned.
HARRIS, Ira, jurist, b. in Charleston, Mont­
gomery co., N. Y., 31 May, 1802; d. in Albany, 
N. Y., 2 Dec., 1875. He was brought up on a farm, 
was graduated at Union college in 1824, studied 
law in Albany, and was admitted to the bar in 
1828. During the succeeding seventeen years he 
attained a high rank in his profession. He was 
a member of the assembly in 1844 and 1845, having 
been chosen as a Whig, and in 1846 was state 
senator and a delegate to the Constitutional con­
vention. In 1848 he became judge of the supreme 
court, and held that office for twelve years. In 
February, 1861, Judge Harris was elected U. S. 
senator from New York, as a Republican, serving 
from 4 July, 1861, to 3 March, 1867. In the senate 
Mr. Harris served on the committee on foreign re­
lations and judiciary, and the select joint com­
mittee on the southern states. Although he sup­
ported the administration in the main, he did not- 
fear to express his opposition to all measures, 
however popular at the time, that did not appear 
to him either wise or just. Judge Harris was 
for more than twenty years professor of equity, 
jurisprudence, and practice in the Albany law- 
school, and during his senatorial term delivered a 
course of lectures at the law-school of Columbian 
university, Washington, D. C. He was for many 
years president of the board of trustees of Union 
college, was one of the founders of Rochester uni­
versity, of which he was the chancellor, and was 
president of the American Baptist missionary union 
and other religious bodies.—His brother, Hamil­
ton, lawyer, b. in Preble, Cortland co., N. Y., 1 
May, 1820, was graduated at Union college in 1841, 
admitted to the Albany bar in 1845, anti was soon 
distinguished as a successful advocate. He was 
elected to the legislature in 1850, and was a mem­
ber of the Whig joint legislative committee of six 
that was appointed to frame the platform, and call 
state conventions, of what has since become the Re- . 
publican party. He was district attorney in 1853, 
a member of the Republican state committee in 
1863, and from 1864 till 1870 its chairman. In
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1868 he was a delegate to the Republican national 
convention at Chicago, also chairman of the new 
capitol commission from 1866 till his resignation 
in 1875, serving in the state senate from that date 
until 1879, when he refused to accept a renomina­
tion. In 1876 he was nominated by the Republican
Earty for congress, but Was defeated, and continued is seat in the state senate. Since 1879 he has 
withdrawn from public life and devoted himself to 
the practice of his profession. His private library, 
consisting of 3,500 volumes, many of which are 
biographical works, is one of the most carefully 
selected in the state of New York.
HARRIS, Isham Green, senator, b. near Tulla- 
homa, Tenn., 10 Feb., 1818. His father, of the same 
name, was the owner of a sterile farm and ten or 
twelve negroes, and his family grew up without 
discipline. At fourteen years of age Isham went
to Paris, Tenn., and 
took employment as 
a shop-boy. In the 
following year he 
went to school, and 
before he was nine­
teen years old re­
moved to Tippah 
county, Miss., where 
he became a suc­
cessful merchant. 
He studied law for 
two years at night, 
attending to his 
business during the 
day, and had accu­
mulated about $7,- 
000 and also estab­
lished a home for his 
father near Paris, 
Tenn., when, through the failure of a bank, he was 
left penniless. He resumed his business at Paris 
with a rich partner, and in two years had repaired 
his losses. His nights meanwhile had been given to 
the study of the law, and he was admitted to the bar 
in 1841. His legislative district had a small Demo­
cratic majority. Two obstinate Democrats insisted 
on running, and the leaders in caucus nominated 
Harris as a ruse to effect the withdrawal of one or 
the other. Neither would yield. He defeated them, 
and his Whig competitor also. Harris was elected 
to congress in 1848, and served two terms. He re­
fused a renomination in 1853, and settled in Mem­
phis as a lawyer. In 1856 he canvassed the state 
as presidential elector, and the success of his ticket 
was largely attributed to him. He was elected 
governor of Tennessee in 1857, re-elected in 1859, 
and again in 1861, after the civil war had actually 
begun. Until he was driven from the state by the 
success of the National arms, Gov. Harris exhibited 
ability and resource. He acted as volunteer aide 
on the staff of Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston, and 
was with him when mortally wounded at Shiloh. 
He continued at the headquarters of the Army of 
the West during the remainder of the war, shared 
its hardships, and took part in all its important 
battles except Perryville. When the war began 
he was worth $150,000; when it closed he had 
nothing. He evaded capture on parole, went into 
exile in Mexico, where he lived eighteen months, 
and thence to England, where he remained a year. 
In 1867 he returned, and resumed the practice of 
law in Memphis, Tenn. In 1876 he announced him­
self as a candidate for the U. S. senate, and can­
vassed the state, challenging all comers to meet him 
in public discussion. He was successful, took his 
seat, 5 March, 1877, and was re-elected for the term
ending in 1889. In the senate he has been an 
vocate of an honest and economical administ 
tion of the government, and an opponent of i 
class legislation. He was a member of the comn • 
tee on claims, of the select committee on the lev ^ 
of the Mississippi river, and chairman of the 
mittee on the District of Columbia, while his pa,?' 
was in power in the senate. *
HARRIS, Joel Chandler, author, b. in Earn* 
ton, Ga., 8 Dec., 1848. He served an apprentice' 
ship at the printing trade, subsequently studied 
law, and practised at Forsyth, Ga. He is nna 
(1887) one of the editors of the Atlanta, Ga., “ c0n 
stitution.” He has contributed, in both prose and 
verse, to current literature, and is the author 0f 
“ Uncle Remus, His Songs and his Sayings • tt« 
Folk-Lore of the Old Plantation ” (New York 
1880): “ Nights with Uncle Remus ” (Boston, 1883)’ 
and “ Mingo and Other Sketches” (1883). ’ ’
HARRIS, John, Indian store-keeper, b. in Penn­
sylvania in 1716; d. in Harrisburg, Pa., 29 Juiv 
1791. He was the founder of Harrisburg, and for 
many years the principal store-keeper on the fron­
tier ; and at his house two notable “ council-fires ” 
were held with the Indians of the Six Nations and 
other tribes. At the first, 8 June, 1756, Gov. Mor­
ris, with his council, was present; and at the second 
1 April, 1757, the deputy of Sir William Johnson! 
his majesty’s 
deputy of the 
affairs of the 
Six Nations, 
mettherepre- I 
sentatives of j 
the Nations 
and many of 
their warri­
ors. Mr. Har­




ence of Gov. Hamilton with them, 23 Aug., 1762, 
they asked that “ the present store-keepers may be 
removed and honest men placed in their stead,” 
and selected John Harris. Said the chief, who ad­
dressed the governor, “ I think John Harris is the 
most suitable man to keep store, for he lives right 
in the road where our warriors pass, and he is very 
well known by us all in our Nation, as his father 
was before him.” Harris’s house, built iD 1766, 
near Harrisburg, is still standing.
HARRIS, John S., senator, b. in Truxton, Cort­
land co., N. Y., 18 Dec., 1825. He removed to Mil­
waukee, Wis., in 1846, and engaged in commercial 
and financial enterprises until 1863, when he went 
to Concordia parish. La., and began the cultiva­
tion of cotton. He was elected to the Constitu­
tional convention of the state in 1867. to the state 
senate in April. 1868, and became U. S. senator 
in July, 1868. He served from 17 July, 1868, to 3 
March, 1871, having been chosen as a Republican.
HARRIS, John Thomas, lawyer, b. in Albe­
marle county, Va., 8 May, 1825. He received an 
academic education, studied law, and in 1847 be­
gan practice at Harrisonburg, Rockingham co. He 
was U. S. attorney in 1852-’9, a presidential elector 
in 1856, and was then elected a representative in 
congress, as a Democrat, serving in 1859—’61. He 
was a member of the legislature of Virginia from 
1863 till 1865, and was judge of the 12th judicial 
circuit of Virginia from 1866 till 1869. lie 
then re-elected to congress, and served from 1871 
till 1881. He declined a unanimous renomination 
in 1880, and resumed the practice of his profession-
7Y'r tik was chairman of 
' ’ •lion in 1881, and a do 
^Democratic convent*
- -n’illiani Amlersoi
Ig P fih ty . Va. 10 July 
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dren; and six weeks before his death to Mrs. 
Jane E. Pride of Decatur, Ala.
[G. F. Mellen, articles in the Knoxville, Tenn., Sen­
tinel, 1909—11 ; J. T. Brown, in Library of Southern 
Lit., V ( 1909), 2099; Tall Tales of the Southwest 
( 1930), ed. by F. J. Meine; private information.]
F.J.M.
HARRIS, IR A (M ay 31, 1802-D ec. 2, 1875), 
jurist, was born in Charleston, Montgomery 
County, N. Y ., the son of Frederic Waterman 
and Lucy (Hamilton) Harris. His father’s an­
cestors came from England to Rhode Island; his 
mother was o f Scotch descent. The family moved 
to Cortland County in 1808 and the boy worked 
on the farm until he was seventeen. He attended 
Homer Academy, then entered the junior class of 
Union College in 1822, graduating with honors 
two years later. He began the study of law at 
home but later he was received into the office 
of Ambrose Spencer [ q.v.] in Albany and in 1827 
he was admitted to the bar. He began his career 
in Albany, where his success at the bar was im­
mediate. In time he was drawn into politics. He 
was elected to the Assembly, as a Whig, with 
Anti-Rent support, for the sessions of 1845 and 
1846, was a member of the state constitutional 
convention in 1846, and in 1847 was a member 
of the state Senate. Later in 1847 he was elected 
to the state supreme court for the short term of 
four years. In 1851 he was reelected for a full 
term of eight years and in the same year became 
a member of the first faculty of the Albany Law 
School. In 1861, after a year in Europe, he was 
elected to the United States Senate as a Repub­
lican. He succeeded William H. Seward, de­
feating Horace Greeley and William M. Evarts. 
In the Senate he was a member of important 
committees and exercised considerable influence. 
Though he generally supported the administra­
tion and was a close friend of Charles Sumner, 
he was never an intense partisan and vigorous­
ly opposed the expulsion of Senator Jesse D. 
Bright, of Indiana, who had given a friend a let­
ter of introduction to Jefferson Davis. While 
in Washington he lectured in the law school of 
Columbian College (later George Washington 
University). At the end of his term he was de­
feated in the Republican caucus by Roscoe Conk- 
ling but was chosen a delegate at large to the 
state constitutional convention the same year.
During Harris’ stay in Washington his con­
nection with the Albany Law School had not 
been entirely broken. On returning to Albany 
he resumed his place on the faculty and con­
tinued to lecture almost up to the time of his 
death. His interest in education was intense. 
He was one of the founders of the Albany Medi­
cal College ( 1838) , for many years a trustee of
■ m e .
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Vassar College and Union College, and trustee 
and chancellor of the University of Rochester 
( 1850- 75 ). Prominent also in Baptist affairs, 
he was for many years a deacon in Emmanuel 
Baptist Church in Albany and served as chair­
man o f the American Baptist Missionary Union. 
He was an eloquent advocate, a graceful orator, 
and an excellent judge. For almost fifty years 
he was a prominent figure in Albany and gave 
lavishly of his time and energy to any movement 
to advance the intellectual and moral interests 
of the community. He was twice married: first, 
to Louisa Tubbs, who died May 17, 1845, and 
second, to Mrs. Pauline Penny Rathbone, who 
with two sons and four daughters survived him. 
His brother, Hamilton Harris ( 1820- 1900), was 
a prominent lawyer and Republican politician in 
Albanj*.
[A. I. Parker, Landmarks of Albany County ( 1897) ; 
G. R. Howell and Jonathan Tenney, Hist, of the County 
of Albany, N. Y. ( 1886) ; Memorial of Ira Harris 
(Albany, 1876) ; Irving Browne, “ The Albany Law 
School,”  Green Bag, Apr. 1890; D. S. Alexander, A 
Pol. Hist, of the State of N. Y., vol. II ( 1906) ; J. C. 
Cooley, Rathbone Geneal. ( 1898) ; Albany Argus, N. Y. 
Tribune, Dec. 3, 1875; Albany Law Jour., Dec. 11 , 
1875.] h .T.
H ARRIS, ISHAM  GREEN (Feb. 10, 1818-  
July 8, 1897), politician, the youngest of the nine 
children of Isham Green and Lucy (Davidson) 
Harris, of North Carolinian stock, was born 
near Tullahoma, Franklin County, Tenn. As a 
boy he displayed characteristics of seriousness 
and a sense of responsibility. At the age of four­
teen, following a brief education in the common 
schools and at Winchester Academy, he left 
home and entered a store as clerk in Paris, Tenn. 
After a few years of successful merchandising 
in Paris and in Mississippi, he took up the law 
and was admitted to the bar in 1841. In 1843 
he married Martha Travis; there were eight 
children from this marriage. As a lawyer he 
won a wide reputation for honesty, forcefulness, 
and remarkable clearness of mind, and soon he 
was drawn into a public career extending over 
fifty years, in the course of which he never suf­
fered a defeat. He was elected to the state Sen­
ate in 1847, was a Cass elector in 1848, and was 
elected to Congress in 1849 and 1851. In 1853 
he declined reelection in order to take up the 
practice of law in Memphis, but in 1856, as a 
Southern Rights Democrat, he reentered the 
political arena as a candidate for elector at large 
on the Buchanan ticket. He stumped the state in 
debate with his chief opponent Neill S. Brown, 
the former Whig governor, and for the first time 
since Andrew Jackson’s election in 1832, Ten­
nessee voted for a Democratic president. The 
next year Harris was elected governor against
310
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...when the Whig state convention met at Utica on Septem­
ber 23 (1846), an informal ballot developed 55 votes for 
Millard Fillmore, 36 for John Young, and 21 for Ir$ Harris 
with 8 or 10 scattering. Fillmore had not sought the nomi-i 
nation. Indeed, there is evidence that he protested against 
the presentation of his name; but his vote represented the 
conservative Whigs who did not take kindly to either Young 
or to Harris, who was destined to bear a great part in a 
great history, had just entered his forty-fourth year. He 
was graduated from Union College with the highest honors 
studied law with Ambrose Spencer, and slowly pushed himself 
into the front rank of prattitioners at the Albany bar. In 
1844, while absent in the West, the Anti-Renters nominated 
him, without his knowledge, for the Assembly, and, withthe 
help of the Whigs,elected him. He had in no wise identified 
himself with active politics or with anti-rent associations* 
but the people honoured him for his integrity as well as for 
his fearless support of the principle of individual rights.
In the Assembly he demonstrated the wisdom of their choice* 
evidencing distinguished ability and political tact, in * 
1845 the same people returned him to the Assembly. Then in 
the following year, they sent him to the constitutional con­
vention; and, some months later, to the State Senate. Beneath 
his plain courtesy was great firmness. He could not be other 
wise than the constant friend of everything which made for the 
emancipation and elevation of the individual. His advocacy 6 
of an elective judiciary, the union of law and equity, and the 
simplification of pleadings and practice in the courts showed 
that there were few stronger or clearer intellects in the con 
stitutional convention, With good reason,therefore, the Co n~ 
stituency that sent him there favoured him for governor.But John Young shone as the popular man of the hour. ,.[t 
The older leaders of jdrac his party thought him somewhat*of* a* demagogue; Thurlow Weed left the convention in disgust when 
he discovered that a pre-arranged transfer of the Harris 
votes would nominate him. But, with the avowed friendship 
of Harris, Young was stringer at this time than Weed and on 
the third ballot he received 76 votes to 45 for Filimoce. n
Vol. 2 pp. 117-U8.
If Seward was more tactful than Conklins in the rn „ 
tion of patronage, he was not less vigilant and ten»i?Pensa- 
Almost immeduately after the inauguration At became »ioUs* 
that differences relative to Aocal appointments a??=+P?arent 
tween him and Ira Harris, the newly elected New Voit ®d be~ (fhiS was in 1861) *ork senator
Harris' tall and powerful form, distinguished by a h ™  
henevolent face, was not more marked than the remi+=??aa 8114 
that preceded him as a profound and fearless 1udL 
Albany bar he had been the associate of Marcus Re‘lt
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Samuel Stevens, Nicholas Hill, and the venerable Daniel 
Cady and if he did not possess the wit of Reynolds or 
the eloquenoe of Cady, the indomitable ehergy of Stevens 
and the mental vigour of Nicholas Hill were his, making 
conspicuous his achievements in the pursuit of truth 
and justice. His transfer to the Senate at the age of 
58 and his appointment upon the judiciary and foreign 
relations committees, presented a new opportunity to 
exhibit his deep and fruitful interest in public affairs, 
and, as the friend of Senators Collamer of Vermont and 
Sumner of Massachusetts, he was destined to have an in­
fluential share in the legislation of the war period.
Harris took little interest in the distribution of 
patronage, or in questions of party politics that quicken 
local strife, but he insisted upon a fair recognition of 
his friends, and to adjust their differences Seward 
arranged an evening conference to which the President 
was invited. The secretary of state had prepared a list 
covering the important offices in New York, but before 
he could present it, Lincoln, with the ready intuitions 
of a shrewd politician, remarked that he reserved the 
privilege of appointing Hiram Barney collector of the 
port of New York. Vol. 2 pp389-390.
Harris was nominated for the U.S.Senate over Greeley 
by 60 votes to 49 for Greeley, with 6 scattering.
Vol. 2 p. 365.
Weed's relations with Harris were not cordial. For years 
they had lived in Albany, and as early as 1846 their ways 
began to diverge; but Harris* character for wisdom, learn­
ing and integrity compelled respect. He had been an 
assembly man in 1844 and 1845, a state senator in 1946, a 
delegate to the constitutional convention of 1846, and a 
justice of the Supreme Court from 1847 to 1859, His name 
was familiar throughtout the State. From the time he took 
up the cause of the Anti-Renters in 1846 he had possessed 
the confidence of the common people, and his great fairness 
and courtesy upon the bench had added largely to his reputa­
tion. He was without any pretence to oratory. The gifts 
that made Evarts a leader of the New York bar for three 
decades did not belong to him; but everbody knew that in the 
United States Senate he would do as much as Evarts to uphold 





Ira Harris, senator, was "born May 31, 1802, at Charleston, Montgomery 
Co., N. Y. He was the oldest of a family of ten children of Frederick 
Waterman and Lucy (Hamilton) Harris. In 1808 the family removed to Cortland 
county and settled upon a farm of some 400 acres. The father and mother 
were Loth natives of the state, being of English ancestry on the father1s 
sideband on the mothers, Scotch. Ira attended the district schools of the 
neighborhood until 1815, v/hen he entered the academy in the village of Homer, five miles distant, where he prepared for college, and in September, 1822, 
entered Union College, Schenectady, from which he was graduated with the 
first honors in 1824. He had started to pursue the profession of law, and 
accordingly took the opportunity to enter the office of Augustus Donnelly 
at Homer, where he remained for one year. He then removed to Albany and 
entered the office of Chief Justice Ambrose Spencer, remaining there until 
1827, when he was admitted to the bar and began his professional career in 
the capital. Soon after, he engaged in a partnership with a fellow-student 
in college, Salem Butcher, which continued until 1842, when, on Mr. Dutcher’s 
removing to Hew York, Mr. Harris formed a partnership with Julius Rhoades.
In 1844 Mr. Harris was elected to represent Albany county in the assembly, 
and in the following year was re-elected. He became prominent in debate 
and an influential member of the house. In 1846 he was chosen to a seat 
in the convention of that year, appointed to revise the constitution of tee 
state. In the autumn of the same year, he was elected to the state senate 
where he only remained one session, having been elected in the spring of 
1847 justice of the supreme court of the state with a four years* term.
Such rapid advancement is unusual and shows the high position that Mr.
Harris had already reached in the opinion of his fellow citizens. In 1851 
he was re-elected judge for the entire term of eight years. On the bench 
he exhibited profound and accurate knowledge of the law, great judicial 
capacity, strict integrity and severe impartiality. The published opinio?is 
of Judge Harris during the twelve years he sat upon the bench are continually 
referred to for their lucid explanations of principle and law. His charges 
to jurors were models of excellence in the clearness and impartiality with 
which they presented the proven facts and the law bearing upon them. Retir­
ing from the bench, Judge Harris went to Europe, where he remained absent 
a year in foreign travel. Returning home in 1861, he was elected to the 
senate of the United States, succeeding William H. Seward, and in competiticn for the election with William M. Evarts and Horace Greeley. In the senate 
chamber, his splendid personal appearance, dignified manner and his recog­
nized abilities, made him a prominent figure. He was placed upon the 
committees on foreign relations and the judiciary and the select joint 
committee on the southern states. During the period of the war of rebellion 
he exerted great influence, being the intimate and trusted friend of Presi­
dent Lincoln. He raised a regiment of cavalry which was called after his 
name. In 1867 the term of Senator Harris expired, and he was elected to 
the state constitutional convention of that year, being the second time that 
he had received this honor. Upon the adjournment of the convention, Mr. 
Harris, who had been in public office for twenty-three years, gained for the 
first time release. Having been connected with the Albany Law School from
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its organization in I860, he now accepted the appointment of professor of equity, jurisprudence and practice, and settled down on his farm at 
Loudenville, near Albany, devoting himself wholly to his lectures in the 
school up to the time of his decease. His lectures were eminently success­ful and popular, and, if anything, enhanced his reputation. Senator Harris 
was for many years president of the hoard of trustees of Union College.
He was also president of the Albany Medical College and a member of the 
board of trustees of Yassar College, and was one of the founders of 
Rochester University and its first and only chancellor. For a long time 
he held the office of deacon in the Emmanuel church in Albany and was also 
president of the American Baptist Missionary Union. Mr. Harris left a widow, two sons and four daughters. Col. William Hamilton Harris, the 
eldest son, served thirteen years in the U. S. army, and was honorably 
discharged at his own request. He settled in Cleveland, 0., where he 
has since been engaged in various railroading, Mining, manufacturing and 
commercial enterprises. Capt. Ira Harris, another son, served ten years in the U. S. navy, resigned his commission and engaged in the iron manu­
facturing business in Kansas City, Mo. There are also four daughters.
Mr. Harris died in Albany, IT. Y. , .Dec. 2, 1875.
The IT. C. of A. B. Vol.II. Page 96.
*«( ?t * Jt-j ham's _ J
IRA HARRIS
Distinguished as a lawyer, judge, and Senator in 
Congress, was born at Charleston, Montgomery County,
N. Y., May 31, 1802. His father was Frederick Waterman 
Harris; his mother’s maiden name was Lucy Hamilton.
When he was six years old his parents removed from 
Charleston and became residents of Preble, N. Y. Here 
his father became one of the extensive landowners in 
the County of Cortland. Ira prepared for college at 
the Homer Academy, and in September, 1822, became a 
member of the junior class in Union College, from 
whence he was graduated in 1824. He immediately 
entered the office of Augustus Donnelly(Union 1809), a highly respectable counselor at law, of Homer, N. Y# 
where he remained one year, and then went to Albany, N *y . 
where he continued his legal studies under that great * 
jurist, Ambrose Spencer. He continued with Judge Spencer 
until his call to the Bar in 1827. Opening an office in 
Albany, he began his practice under favorable circumstances At the end of six months he formed a co-partnership with 
Salem Dutcher, Esq.,(Union 1823) one ofmhis associates in 
college, which proved to be a very successful relation.It continued until 1842, when it was dissolved by the 
removal of Mr. Dutcher to New York. His next law partner 
was Julius Rhoades, Esq. His knowledge of law, his rare 
professional accomplishments, brought him fcapidly before 
the public. As an equity lawyer he stood pre-eminent.
In the autumn of 1844 he was elected to represent 
Albany County in the Assembly. In 1845 he was re-elected 
and in the spring of 1846 was chosen as a delegate to the* 
Constitutional Convention which assembled in June that 
year. In this body, Mr. Harris took a very conspicuous position, as he did in the Legislature. In the fall of 
1846 he was elected to the State Senate, but after serving 
one session he was elected a Justice of the Supreme 
Court, and resigned his seat in the Senate for one on the 
Bench. At the expiration of his term, then four years in 
duration, he was elected for the full term, which had 
been extended to eight years. Touse the language of another 
"it was not until his elevation to the Bench that the *
abilities of Judge Harris were fully displayed. He exhibi­
ted profound knowledge of the law, much judicial capacity and severe, though courteous, impartiality.”
His charges to juries were models of excellence in 
the clearness with which the facts proven and the law 
bearing upon them were presented. The published opinions of Judge Harris during the twelve years he sat upon the 
Bench evince extensive learning and strength of reasoning 
Upon leaving the Bench he spent a year in Europe. On 
his return home he was, in 1861, elected to the Senate of 
the United States. His opponents for this distinguished 
position were Horace Greeley and Wm. M. Evarts. In the 
Senate his abilities were recognized, he was placed upon 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, the Judiciary, and the 
Select Joint Committee on the Southern States. He soon 
became the intimate and trusted friend of President Lincoln 
In the darkest hours of his administration Mr. Lincoln
u c  a
always found light in the co-operation of Senator Harris, 
and in his moments of despondency sympathy and support. 
During the civil war Senator Harris was most efficient in 
raising a regiment of cavalryfor the Union, which was 
called after his name, as was also a regiment of infantry.
In 1868 the Senatorial term of Mr. Harris expired and 
he returned to private life, having won the distinction of 
a wise, useful American statesman. Hardly had he become 
accustomed to his home life when he was again summoned by his fellow citizens into public service. He was again 
elected to a seat in a constitutional convention— the 
convention of 1867. In this body he wax especially dis­
tinguished himself in his famous speech on "Government 
of Cities." When this convention adjourned Judge Harris 
had been in public life over twenty-three years.
He had been connected with the Albany Law School from 
its organization in 1850, and lectured to the students 
whenever his official duties permitted. He now accepted 
the appointment of Professor of Equity Jurisprudence and 
Practice, devoting himself wholly to the school down to 
the time of his death, which took place December 2, 1875. 
The lectures of Judge Harris proved eminently popular and 
useful. He was for many years President of the Board of 
Trustees of Union College; he was President of the Albany 
Medical College, and of the Board of Trustees of Vassar C 
College; he was one of the founders of Rochester Univer­
sity— its first and only Chancellor.
Among the public addresses of Judge Harris was an 
oration delivered on the occasion of a jubilee anniversary 
of the old academy at Homer, a lecture delivered at Albany 
upon the life and character of Roger Williams. For many 
years he held the office of deacon in the Emmanuel Church 
in Albany, and was also President of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union.In 1869 he conferred the degrees upon the students at 
the commencement exercises of Union College. On the 2d of 
December, 1875, Judge Harris was summoned from the scenes 
of earth "to that better land." His death caused great 
sorrow in Albany and throughout the State; his funeral was 
one of the largest that ever took place in the city. The 
Bench and the Bar testified their respect for his memory, 
and for his brilliant career as a lawyer, judge and citizen 
in eloquent and approrpiate eulogies. All classes of 
citizens united in honoring the departed jurist, states^- 
man and esteemed citizen.Judge Harris was a brother of Hon. Hamilton Harris. He 
left a widow, two sons and four daughters. Col, William 
Hamilton Harris, the eldest son, served thirteen years in 
the U. S. Army, and afterward,at his own request, was 
honorably discharged. Capt. Ira Harris, his other son, 
served ten years in the U. S. Navy. Resigning his 
commission, he became an extensive iron manufacturer at
Kansas City, Missouri. (Full page portrait faces p. 147)
History of the County of Albany p. 147 
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Ira Harris was b o m  in Charleston, Montgomery 3o., N. Y., May 31st, 1802.
His parents removed to Cortland county, in 1808, and located upon the Preble flats. 
He remained with his father until he was seventeen years of age, alternately 
working upon the farm and attending the district school. Hf advanced rapidly in 
his studies, and devoured in the intervals of farm Labor every work of interest that 
he could conveniently procure. In 1815 he entered the Academy in Homer, where he 
pursued his preparatory collegiate studies. In September, 1822, he entered the 
Junior class in Union College, *ind graduated with the first honors, in 1824.
Having determined to pursue the legal profession, he made the necessary 
arrangements, and at once entered the office of Augustus Donnelly, in Cortland 
Village, with whom he remained one year. His affable deportment, social habits, 
well-disciplined mind, and unremitting attention to his studies, secured him many 
friends, and most especially the good will of Donnelly. He left Cortland with a 
view of obtaining better advantages for the prosecution of his tudies. His des­
tination was Albany. Thither he went, an entire stranger, carrying with him a 
voluntary letter of introduction from his friend Donnelly to the late Chief 
Justice Spencer, whose office he entered; and during the two succeeding years, 
completed his professional studies. Thus, in three years after graduating, he 
was admitted to the bar, .and commenced the practice of his chosen profession in 
the city.
He had been a diligent and laborious student, nd had fully qualified himself 
for his new position in life. He was ambitious and persevering, and soon laid the 
foundation for his future eminence.
"On Famefs high hill he waw 
The laurel spread its everlasting green,
And wished to dumb."
The splendor of his genius, and the many noble and dignified traits of 
character for which he so n became distinguished, served in an eminent degree 
to enlarge his sphere of acquaintance, nd urge him forward in his onward and 
upv/ard career to fame and fortune. His careful preparation of authorities, 
his honesty of purpose, his chasteness of language, and his oratorical powers, 
were well calculated to make him successful. Business accumulated on his hands, 
and his reputation increased with each sudceeding year, until at length he oc­
cupied a proud and even an enviable position among the most distinguished veterans 
of the Albany bar. He was
"The forest-bora Demosthenes 
Whose thunders shook the Philip of the seas."
He continued to practice in the city for twenty years, gathering fresh laurels and 
achieving new victories, until called by the voice of his friends to occupy a 
higher and a more reppon&ible postion.
On the first of July, 1847, he took his seat upon the bench of the Supreme 
Court, having, in the organization of the Judiciary of the Consitution of 1846, 
been elected and drawn for the term of four years. His arguments were clear,
Ira Harris 2
strong and logical, and tended greatly to nhance his reputation. In 1851 he 
was reelected for the term of eight years.
At the general elections in the years 1844 and 1845 he was elected to the 
Assembly, He at once became a leading member of the house, and took an active 
part in its debates. His arguments were lucid and logical, and frequently exhi­
bited the marks of the gifted orator, not surpassed "by the brilliant efforts of 
Ames, or the impassioned appeals of Hamilton. "
In the spring of 1846, he was elected to the Constitutional Convention, 
which convened in Albany on the first day of June for the purpose of revising our 
State Constitution. He was the ohly member from the city and took an active part 
in its deliberations. His mind appears to have been admirably adapted to the 
details of the business which of necessity came before the convention.
In the autumn of the s me year he was elected to the State Senate, but re­
signed his seat in 1847, when elevated to the Supreme Bench.
Judge Harris has ever taken a deep interest in â .1 matters connected with 
education. He has been a trustee in most of the literary institutions in the city, 
in Union College, as also in the University at Rochester, in the founding of which 
he was acively engaged. His philanthropy is far-reaching. All the impulses of 
his heart are drawn out in sympathy for the oppressed and the friendless. He pos­
sesses a large share of legal experience,.and hence the general correctness of his 
conclusions. Upon legal points, involving- que stions of right and wrong, his opinions 
have seldom been at faulty and his suggestions have invariably been just and valua­
ble. Indied, he has discharged the duties of Justice of the Supreme Court with 
signal satisfaction both to the bar and to the publicv His decisions command great 
respect, and are regarded as the end of the law.
In intellect, Judge Harris affords a rare combination of excellence. Tra­
versing, as by enchantment, the path of public confidence and renown, he has gained 
those honored halls, where hi graceful manner, impressive diction, and logical 
acumen have given him a postifcn among the most attractive and eloquent men of the 
age. Nor is his history yet fully written; the future annalist will erect to his 
memory a more enduring memorial.
From: Pioneer Hist, of Cortland Co. N. Y.
Goodwin. pp. 598-404.
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Ira Harris died yesterday at his home in Albany. He 
was at one time prominent among the public men of this 
State. Descended from one of the followers of Roger 
Williams, he was b o m  at Montgomery County, N. Y., in 
1802. In boyhood he did farm work during the summer, and 
attended school in winter. He studied at Cortland Academy 
and went thence to Union College, where he was graduated 
in 1824. He then studied law, and was admitted to the 
bar at Albany. During the succeeding 17 years, Mr. Harris 
labored diligently at his profession and was rewarded with 
lucrative practice. In 1844 he was elected a member of 
Assembly, and in 1845 was re-elected. In 1846 he became 
a member of the Constitutional Convention, and while ser­
ving therein was elected to the State Senate. In 1848 Mr* 
Harris became Judge of the Supreme Court, and held that 
position for 12 years. His name probably acquired most 
prominence in State affairs at the election of a U.s. Senator 
in February, 1861. On that occasion the Republicans had 
control of the Legislature, and the leading candidates put 
forward were Horace Greeley and William M. Evarts. Eight 
ballots had been taken in caucus without any decisive result. 
Finding that Mr. Greeley was gaining, the friends of Mr.
Evarts relinquished their candidate, and supported Mr.Harris 
who was accordingly made the party nominee. Referring in- 
cidentially to this election Thurlow Weed said in "The Galaxy" 
for March, 1873. "In 1861, Mr. Greeley was a candidate for the 
U.S.Senate with William M. Evarts as his strongest competitor. 
The radical element was then rampant in and out of the Legis-* 
lature— so strong indeed that Mr. Greeleyfs election was con­
fidently anticipated. The first ballot in the Legislative 
caucus developed the relative strength of candidates as fol­
lows: Evarts, 42; Greeley, 40; Harris, 20; scattering, 13.
In subsequent ballots Mr. Greeleyfs vote increased until 
it became apparent that without some change of programme 
he would be chosen. The result of each ballot was reported 
to Gov. Morgan, Mr. Evarts and myself in the Executive 
Chamber. The friends of Judge Harris voted steadily for 
him. When it became certain that Greeley would be nominated 
we determined, after a hasty consultation, to bestow the 
nomination upon Judge Harris. Accordingly, several Senators 
and Assemblymen (supporters of Mr. Evarts) were sent for, and 
requested to "switch off" in favor of Harris, who was then 
nominated, the vote standing as follows: Harris, 60; Greeley, 
49; Evarts, 21 scattering 6." Mr. Weed adds: "Many, however* 
who aided in the election tif Judge Harris, lived to regret 
it; first, because he proved unworthy of the confidence re­
posed in him; and next, because the question of Mr. Greeley’s 
fitness or unfitness for the high positions he espoused to 
would by his election have been determined."
=-QQi £VACS
1824 IRA HARRIS: ( 2) (N.Y.Tribune)
In the Federal Senate, Mr. Harris cordially supported 
the Lincoln Administration, and was a useful, though by 
no means a distinguished member of that body. He served 
on the Committee on the Judiciary and Foreign Relations.
His term ended before the conflict between President 
Johnson and the Republicans had become embittered, but 
his sympathies were manifestly with the former. This he 
showed further by attending the Loyalists* Convention in 
1868. In 1867 he became a member of the Constitutional 
Comvention, and since that time he had lived in compara­
tive retirement.
Judge Harris was widely known to the bar of this State 
as an able and lucid expounder of the law. He was for 
more than 20 years one of the professors at the Albany 
Law School, lecturing chiefly upon Equity, Jurisprudence 
and Practice. During his Senatorial term he also delivered 
a course of lectures at the Law School of Columbia College. 
Judge Harris was an earnest Christian and a prominent member of the Baptist Church.
New York Daily Tribune 
p. 5 col. 1.
Dec. 3, 1875.
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United States Senator from New York State.
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We were interested to note in a recent 
issue of the Rochester Alumni Review the 
following reference to I r a  H a r r is  in an ac­
count of the early history of the University 
of Rochester.
“ At the first meeting of the Executive 
Board, which was held in the committee 
room of the First Baptist Church on Sep­
tember 17, 1850, the only business trans­
acted, in addition to the election of John 
N. Wilder as chairman of the board, and 
of William N. Sage as its secretary, was 
that, ‘ Honorable Ira Harris was appointed 
chancellor of the University till the presi­
dent shall be elected.’ He was one of the 
trustees of the University, a resident of Al­
bany, a prominent Baptist, a graduate with 
honors from Union College, an able lawyer 
and a justice of the Supreme Court of the 
state. For the services which he rendered 
as chancellor, he received no salary. As to 
what those services were, virtually no rec­
ord has been preserved, except as to his hav­
ing presided at the three commencements 
during his chancellorship, and except as to 
the Executive Board having recorded, in 
1875, that:
“  ‘ We cherish with gratitude and rever­
ence the memory of Judge Harris, in his 
vigorous and decided action in the events 
which determined the organization of this 
institution, in his services for three years 
of special oversight of its interests when 
without a presiding officer, in the wisdom 
of his counsels and the weight of his influ­
ence in times of anxiety and peril, in the 
personal friendship and kind sympathy 
which he always manifested to the resident 
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Union College and the Civil W a r
FREDERICK L. BRONNER
It has been said that the Civil War 
was the greatest war Americans ever 
fought. In many ways it was also true 
o f Union College.
Actually not as many alumni (gradu­
ates and non-graduates) fought in the 
Civil War as in later wars but the casul- 
ties were about equal, and so the per­
centage o f loss to the alumni body is 
much greater. The exact numbers of 
Union men who enlisted in ’6 l - ’65 are 
not known but it can be safely said that 
the total o f those in both armies, North­
ern and Southern, numbered about six 
hundred. Over seventy o f these died 
on the battlefield or were victims o f dis­
ease or wounds. The old legend which 
still persists in Schenectady, that the 
alumni were rather evenly split between 
the North and South, is clearly disprov­
ed by the figures o f enlistment: o f the 
six hundred who went to war, over five 
hundred wore the Blue, only some fifty 
or sixty wore the Grey!
The war was noteworthy, too, for the 
prominence o f Union College men. 
The Secretary o f State for the Union 
was William H. Seward o f the Class o f 
1820, while at the start o f the war his 
counterpart in the Confederacy was 
Robert Toombs o f the class o f 1828, 
who was later a Brigadier-General under 
Lee. Seward’s son, Frederick W ., o f 
the class o f 1849 was Assistant Secre­
tary o f State. The Commander in Chief 
o f the Union Army from 1862-64 was 
Henry W . Halleck o f the class o f 1837. 
Daniel Butterfield o f the class o f 1844
was Chief o f Staff o f the Army o f the 
Potomac at Gettysburg.
Butterfield was also a composer of 
bugle calls. Displeased by the regu­
lation "Lights Out” call, he composed 
a new one, which eventually spread 
through the entire army. Today it is 
the official "Taps” which has beer 
called "the one expression o f tenderness 
the army ever allows itself.”
John Bigelow o f the class o f 1835 
was consul general at Paris and latei 
United States minister to France. Among 
Civil War diplomats his work was sec­
ond in importance only to Charles 
Francis Adams in London. Austin
Daniel Butterfield, 1844, composer of 
the bugle call "Taps”
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Blair o f the class o f 1839 was the War 
Governor o f Michigan and a tower of 
strength for the Union side. And both 
Senators from New York were Union 
alumni, Ira Harris, o f the class o f 1824 
and Preston King, 1827.
Union alumni fought in all the 
theatres o f war, under Lee and Long- 
street, under Grant, Sherman, Thomas, 
Sheridan, and Farragut. They fought 
at Gettysburg, Antietam, Shiloh and 
Vicksburg. Some knew Andersonville 
and Libby Prisons. One Thomas W . 
Rae, of the class o f I860, was on the 
U.S.S. Minnesota and so had a ringside 
seat at the famed battle o f the Merrimac 
and the Monitor. Another, Simeon M. 
Thorp, o f the class o f 1859, was mur­
dered by Quantrell’s guerrillas, when 
they raided Lawrence, Kansas, in 1863. 
One Holmes Colbert, o f the class of 
1853, was a Choctaw Indian who be­
came Colonel o f a regiment o f Indians. 
Edward H. Ripley o f the class o f 1862, 
commanded the first brigade to enter
Professor Elias Peissner, colonel, 119th 
Regiment, New York Volunteers, killed 
at Chancellorsville
Richmond in 1865 and served as comm­
andant there. And finally, there was 
Elias Peissner, Professor o f German and 
Political Economy at the college, who 
at the age o f thirty-five, enlisted, became 
colonel o f his regiment and was killled 
leading it at Chancellorsville. Medals 
o f Honor were awarded to six alumni 
by Congress for valor in battle.
So they fought in all sections o f the 
country and, o f course, sometimes they 
fought each other in the same battles 
and occasionally they even met and 
recognized each other. There was John 
H. Carter, C.S.A., o f the class of 1859. 
He rode with Morgan, as did Colonel 
John B. Hutchinson of the class o f 
I860. Carter was captured by Union 
forces while on a raid into Ohio and he 
found on being taken to Camp Douglas 
that his classmate, David Heagle, was 
serving as Chaplain o f the Regiment 
guarding the camp! Incidentally, Car­
ter like Francis T. Chase, o f the class 
o f 1852, was from New England. Both 
were teaching in the South when war 
broke out; both elected to fight for the 
Confederacy. Julien H. Picot o f the 
class o f 1852 was a Captain in the 31st 
North Carolina, C.S.A. He was cap­
tured at Roanoke Island by troops under 
General J. F. Hartranft, U.S.A., o f the 
class of 1853 who had been his friend 
in college. "H e was shown every 
courtesy and was paroled in nine days.”
One more example o f chance en­
counters may be given. The Civil War 
has been called the first modern war, 
but occasionally there were instances of 
the older type o f war - the leisurely, 
less ruthless, more chivalrous wars of 
the eighteenth century. Henry R.Sch­
werin o f the class o f 1863 was a Cap­
tain in Colonel Peissner’s regiment and 
was wounded at the same battle of 
Chancellorsville and died four days 
later. He was a member o f the Zeta 
Psi fraternity which was then active at 
the college. Apparently he was wear­
ing his fraternity pin because he was 
recognized by some Zeta Psi’s in the 
Confederate army. They cared for him 
until he died and then returned his
Brigadier-General Edward H. Ripley, 1862, and staff o f 1st Brigade, Third 
Division, 24th Corps
watch, his fraternity pin, his sword and 
other personal effects to his family.
Union men were present at the start 
of the war and at the end. The firing 
on Fort Sumter is usually taken as the 
opening gun o f the war. Stationed 
there at that time was Lieutenant George 
W . Snyder o f the class o f 1852. Ap­
parently his conduct was exemplary be­
cause he was made a brevet Captain for 
his service in defense o f the Fort; in 
fact, legend has it that at the surrender 
he was the last man to leave.
And the end o f the war? Some 
would say it came at Appomatox. If 
so, a Union College man was there. 
Major Charles E. Pease o f the class of 
1856 carried the terms of surrender 
from General Grant to General Lee. 
But for most people the end o f the war 
came on April 14, 1865. It will be re­
called that on that date Mrs. Lincoln 
had planned a theatre party. She want­
ed to see Laura Keene in "Our Ameri­
can Cousin” at Ford’s Threatre. Gen­
eral and Mrs. Grant had been invited 
to go but begged to be excused as did 
several others so Mrs. Lincoln turned 
to a young couple who accepted. They 
were Major Henry Rathbone o f the class 
o f 1857 and his fiance, Cora Harris, the 
daughter o f Senator Ira Harris who, as 
has been said, belonged to the class of
1824. So Union College was doubly 
represented that night. As Sandburg 
has said, here were to be "five human 
beings in a narrow space, one the great­
est man of his time . . .  his beloved 
wife proud and happy; a pair o f be- 
throthed lovers with all the promise of 
felicity that youth, social position and 
wealth could give them, and [then] 
this young actor . . .  the pet o f his 
little world. The glitter o f fame, 
happiness and ease was upon the entire 
group, but in an instant everything was 
to be changed.” A shot rang out and 
Lincoln sank back never to regain con­
sciousness. And so Henry Rathbone, 
Union 1857, may be remembered long 
after many more illustrious alumni. He 
was the last man to ever speak to 
Abraham Lincoln.
What was the effect o f the War on 
the College ? Is it true, as is often 
said, that the decline which was evident 
in the College after the Civil War was 
directly due to the serious dislocations 
brought about by the W ar? It is a 
credulous theory but it is erroneous. 
The Civil War did dig "deeply into the 
vitality o f Union, as it did with many 
another institution . . . .  But the costs 
o f war account only in part, perhaps 
only in a small part, for the difficulties 
that lay ahead for Union College.”
The Fires o f Long A go
Excerpts from the diaries o f Professor Jonathan Pearson o f Union College. 
These diaries, covering a period of many years, are preserved in the college 
library. Among the subjects which appear to have held special interest for 
Professor Pearson are the numerous fires which occurred in the town. Several 
are discussed in the following passages.
Sept. 24, 1834 
Last night a little before 12 o ’clock 
the whole college were aroused from 
their quiet slumbers by the mingled din 
of city bells and cries o f fire, which the 
students were not slow in echoing. In 
five minutes every man o f us were on 
our way to the scene o f desolation. A 
more splendid and impressive spectacle 
could hardly be imagined than the sheet 
of vivid flame which, rolling majestic­
ally up the clear blue heavens, perfectly 
extinguished the twinkling stars in the 
overwhelming flood o f its on light. 
The college, the adjacent houses, the 
lofty spire, distant hills and every re­
flective object threw back the borrowed 
light which darkly illumined them. 
From the neighborhood o f the desola­
tion the stillness o f midnight was brok­
en by working of the engines, the 
cracking o f the fire, the loud commands 
o f the engineer speaking through his 
trumpet, besides the running to & fro 
& confusion of the excited multitude. 
The conflagration originated in or near 
an unoccupied shop owned by a Mrs. 
Price and spread each way consuming a 
wooden home on either side together 
with their appropriate outbuildings. 
Nothing but fine efforts o f the firemen 
aided by the activity o f the citizens 
saved the house o f Mr. Benson from 
destruction; it caught afire several times 
and was burned to a coal on one side.
Thursday, March 12, 1835 
Among the vulgar, my short experi­
ence has taught me this lesson, that 
whoever imposes the largest tug upon 
their faith will be the sooner believed, 
& what was most against reason & com­
mon sense commends itself most readily 
to their creduility.
Among the multitude o f facts which 
induce the foregoing opinions are the 
various rumors afloat respecting the re­
cent fire in "Frog Alley” . The most 
reasonable account o f its origin seems 
to be that it kindled from a barrel of 
ashes carelesly placed in one o f the out 
houses from which the flames first 
burst forth; but because it is a much 
tougher story, and likely to last longer, 
many are willing to believe it was the 
work o f some incendiary. Now altho’ 
this latter opinion be not at all im­
probable under the circumstances, yet 
when we know that there were 15 
families o f reckless Irishmen inhabiting 
the house from which the fire origin­
ated, is it more reasonable to believe that 
it was set by a villain than that it was 
the result o f sheer carelessness?
Friday, March 13, 1835 
Beside the above may be placed the 
following silly rumor which I find to be 
very prevalent today: viz. that we are 
to have another fire the first windy 
night, which as a stiff West breeze is 
blowing this evening, must accordingly 
happen tonight, in anticipation o f such 
an event I am told that the watches 
have been set in various portions o f the 
city for the purpose o f safety. Flow 
true this is I know not, but that these 
stories are current and eagerly believed 
among the vulgar there is no doubt.
Saturday, March 14, 1835 
Last evening a fire was discovered in 
Clute and Bailey’s coal house which was 
unquestionably the work o f an incen­
diary having been traced several rods 
from building. It was only the early 
hour at which it was kindled that 
saved us from a third conflagration 
equal to either of the others.
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GLASS OF 1824
IRA HARRIS
Born in Charleston, Montgomery county, New York, May 31,
1802; died in Albany, December 2, 1875, was the eldest son 
of Frederick Waterman Harris and Lucy Hamilton. Both of 
his parents were natives of the state. He attended an 
academy at Homer, New York, and was graduated from Union 
College, with the first honors, in 1824. He studied law 
in the offices of Augustus Donnelly at Homer and Chief- 
Justice Ambrose Spencer at Albany, being admitted to the 
bar in 1827 and commencing practice in Albany, soon after 
associating himself with Salem Dutcher. Afterward he was 
in partnership with Julius Rhodes. He gradually worked 
his way to the front rank of practitioners, especially 
excelling in equity practice. He was chosen a member of the 
legislature in 1844 and of the constitutional convention in 
1846. In the latter body he was prominent in advocating 
amendments securing to married women their rights in property 
inherited and acquired, establishing an elective judiciary 
uniting law and equity jurisdiction, and providing for the* 
simplification of pleadings and practice in the courts. In 
the fall of 1846 he was elected to the state senate, but 
resigned his seat the next spring to become a justice of the 
State Supreme Court. To this office he was re-elected in 
1851 for a term of eight years. On the bench he displayed 
superior judicial qualities, being conspicuously fair, lucid 
in his exposition of the law, and industrious in the dispatch
of business.In 1861 he was elected bv i-Vio i ««■.* t 
ing te st— his competitors bein^ i????'lat3Jr e > after an excit
Oreeley,-----to represent New York in t . h f Y ' *  ? varts a»d Horn AStates. In the senate he served ™  senate of the United 
relations, on the judiciary and on t h ^ s o u T r n ^ l  ?n f°reign was a close personal friend of PresidAt ? stataa. HeGn
strong support to the great measures oUnolfcv ” ’A nd an ardent republican, he manifested a dispasso^nJUt thou^  on a memorable occasion, opposing the effort } te sPirit 
Bright of Indiana for his action? lust A eXpel Sanator
writing to Jefferson Davis a letter fntroluciJ 6 I ®  - In wished to dispose of what he regarded a, 7 1 ^ a,frIei»i who 
in firearms. He retired from the senate unfn N  imPr°reme^t of his term in 1867. in that year he w A Y  A ®  exPiration York State constitutional convention -A?,Inem?er of the Ne» 
public employments, he became a lecturer ind+h Wi??v from all 
School (with which he had been connected t  >  Law1850), and during the remainder of his life L S L 1!88 since 
to the duties of that position. Throughout M ? ° ted hi®sel? 
took an especial interest in educational' work A c?reer he 
fied in an active soft or honorary capacity with val8 identi- institutions. y wlxn van o u s
History of the Bench and Bar of New York Vol l -n
New York History Co. p> ,354*
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IRA HARRIS, SENATOR (Reference from ABRARALi LINCOLN BYCarl Sandburg)
"Senator Ir  Harris of New York ointed to a l l  sorts of p? tch' ork that Congress 
for many years h carried on as to th is  ’ co l i e  ted, incongruous1 court, and
how there as on vacancy on the bench of the old court, another judge -ras 
en tirely  suoeramr ted, and the new court would actually displace only two 
ju d ges." V 11 65
"No so easy was i t  for the widow of a Confederate general to liv e  In the 
White House. S e recorded a c a l l  fr  General Sickles and Senator Harris 
at the White Ho. e . Rather needless remarks from the: about recent 
Northern vector'os brought a reply from her that angered them, and accord­
ing to Mrs. Helm*s diary: "Senator Harris turned to Mrs. Lincoln abruptly
and said: "Why isn 1 . Robert in the army? He is  old enough an~ strong
enough to serve his country. He should have gone to the front some time 
ago ." S ister ary* fade turned white as death and I saw that she ras making 
a desperate e ffo rt at se lf-c o n tr o l. She b it  her l i p ,  but answered u ie tly ,
"Robert is  making his preparations now to enter the Army, Senator Harris; he is  
not a shirker as you seam to imply for he has been anxious to go for a long 
time. I f  fa u lt there be, i t  is  m ne, I have in sisted  that he should stay in college  
a l i t t l e  longer as I think an edua ted man can serve his country with :ore 
in te llig e n t purpose than an ignoramus."’ "
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Judge Hams House m 
Boosts Lincoln's QhostTn Its A t t h F ^
By WILLIAM J. BARROW
(T/iis is another in a series of 
articles on historic homes in the 
j Albany area.)
The old Judge Harris house in 
Cherrytree Rc., Loudonviile, has 
a highly esteemed ghost in its at­
tic—that of Abraham Lincoln.
The late Clara Harris of Albany, 
daughter of Assemblyman, Sena­
tor and later Supreme Court 
Justice Ira Harris, was in Presi­
dent Lincoln's box in Ford 
Theater at the time he was assassi­
nated. She and her husband, Maj.
Henry Reed Rathbone, were close 
personal friends of the President,; 
and were his guests at the fate­
ful showing of the drama ‘‘Our 
American Cousin.”
M ajor Rathbone blamed himself, 
for the assassination. He claimed 
he was absorbed in the play, pay­
ing no attention to the President, 
and was therefore unable to react 
in time to prevent the shooting.
He threw himself on the assassin,
John Wilkes Booth, but. Sooth 
broke away.
The scene then shifted 
onville. The dress worn by Mrs. 
athbone, splattered with Lin- 
oln's bfcod, was discarded in a| 
all cabinet and apparently for- 
otten. Later sa new partition was 
dded and the cabinet shut off.
Legend has it, however, that the 
^host of Lincoln did not forget 
he gown. A  Massachusetts gover- 
or who was a guest of the Harris’ 
n the early nineteen hundreds 
etired to his room one night to 
bnder a perplexing problem of 
tate.
He is said to have told his host 
he next morning, that he had 
vitnessed "a most curious event.” 
hen he had all but given up hope 
of solving his problem, the image 
of Lincoln appeared in the win­
dow, so inpsired the governor that 
he made quick work of his 
problem and was able to sleep 
soundly the rest of the night.
Other overnight guests were re­
ported to have been visited by 
Lincoln and about 1900, Major 
Rathbone recalled the walled-over 
cabinet and ordered it exposed.
Although the authenticity of 
Lincoln's visit might be doubted, 
there is no question, according to 
historians, that the major did re­
discover the dress in the wall 
cabinet. It was subsequently 
burned by a brother of Mrs. Rath­
bone.
Why he chose to destroy the 
dress is speculative, but it is pre­
sumed by later occupants that he 
did so to destroy the basis for the 
haunting legend o f Lincoln's re­
visitations.
The house is an early American j
ructure built about the time eCll 
the American Revolution. It| 
originally stood on site of the 
brick house now occupied by 
Frank A. McNamee, about 500 
feet east of its present site.
The house was moved in 1921 
when the late Hobart Thompson 
decided he wanted a brick home 
in place of the wood structure of
the Harris home. Realizing the attU . . .  ~
value, Miss Marion McKinley; K eeler ’s early American home. N ote the simplicity of the hand
The Knickerbocker News Photo
The old Judge Harris estate in Cherrytree Rd., Loudonviile, is of 
the early American type built around the time of the American 
Revolution. It was moved to its present site in 1927 from what 
is now the Frank A. McNamee property, about 5G0 feet east. 
Present occupants are Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Keeler.
This poodle (an unpoodle-like poodle according to its owners, Mr. 
nd Mrs. Morgan K eeler) sit before the original fireplace in the
■ iy ■ .
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(purchased the structure and had; carved mantel as compared to the more complicated design of 
(it moved to the present site. The the later Colonial period.
house is now occupied by Mr. andj 
Mrs. Morgan Keeler, while Miss 
M cKinley lives next door.
The house originally was pur- 
| chased by Judge Harris when it 
(was a small farm building. He sub­
sequently added a wing, and later1 
occupants made other additions.
It is now a 10-room house with 
the original mantelpieces, oak 
floors, a few of the original w in­
dows and presumably the orginal 
front door. It has seen many 
structural changes, but is still 
early American in type.
The discovery of the dress was 
the subject of a short story by a 
I former Albanian, Mary Raymond 
j Shipman Andrews. The story, 
published in a 1929 issue of 
"Scribners” magazine, accurately 
described the finding of the dress 
in the Loudonviile home, but used 
ficticous names.
The sequel to the Miss Harris- 
M ajor Rathbone romance is that 
the major, described as a fiery, 
tempermental person, became 
jealous of his wife's attentions tc 
their children and one night, as 
she ascended the stairs in theii 
home, he murdered her.
An Albany women, who visitec 
him in prison, claimed he was sc 
changed that she was hardly able 
to recognize him. The major’; 
friends claimed that it was his 
brooding over the fact he coulc 
have saved Lincoln's life that pul 
him in a state of depression, caus­
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Judge Harris House in Loudonville 
Boasts Lincoln's Ghost in Its Attic
By WILLIAM J. BAKROW
(This is another in a series of \ 
articles on historic homes in the ! 
Albany area.)
The old Judge Harris house in 
Cherrytree Rci., Loudonville, has 
a highly esteemed ghost in its at­
tic— that of Abraham Lincoln.
The late Clara Harris of Albany, 
daughter of Assemblyman, Sena­
tor and later Supreme Court 
Justice Ira Harris, was in Presi­
dent Lincoln's box in Ford 
Theater at the time he was assassi­
nated. She and her husband, Maj. 
Henry Reed Rathhon^. were close 
jrersonal friends of the President, 
and were his guests at the fate­
ful showing of the drama “Our 
American Cousin.”
M ajor Rathbone blamed himself 
for the assassination. He claimed 
he was absorbed in the play, pay 
ing no attention to the President, 
and was therefore unable to react 
in Hme to prevent the shooting. 
He threw himself on the assassin, 
John Wilkes Booth,' but Booth 
broke away.
The scene then shifted to Lou­
donville. The dress worn by Mrs. 
Rathbone, splattered with Lin­
coln's blood, was discarded in ; 
wall cabinet and apparently for 
gotten. Later a new partition was 
added and the cabinet shut off.
Legend has it, however, that the 
ghost of Lincoln did not forget 
the gown. A  Massachusetts gover­
nor who was a guest of the Harris’ 
in the early nineteen hundreds 
retired to his room one night to 
ponder a perplexing problem of 
state.
He is said to have told his host 
the next morning, that he had 
witnessed “a most curious event.” 
When he had all but given up hope 
of solving his problem, the image 
o f Lincoln appeared in the win­
dow, so inpsired the governor that 
he made quick work of his 
problem and was able to sleep 
soundly the rest of the night.
Other overnight guests were re­
ported to have been visited by 
Lincoln and about 1909, Major 
Rathbone recalled the walled-over 
cabinet and ordered it exposed.
Although the authenticity of 
Lincoln's visit might be doubted, 
there is no question, according to 
historians, that the major did re­
discover the dress in the wall 
cabinet. It was subsequently 
burned by a brother of Mrs. Rath­
bone.
Why he chose to destroy the 
dress is speculative, but it is pre 
sumed by later occupants that he 
did so* to destroy the basis for the 
haunting legend of Lincoln's re­
visitations.
The house is an early American 
structure built about the time of 
the American Revolution. It 
originally stood on site of the 
brick house now occupied by 
Frank A. McNamee, about 500 
feet east of its' present site.
The house was moved in 1927 
when the late Hobart Thompson 
decided he wanted a brick home 
in place of the wood structure of 
the Harris home. Realizing the 
value, Miss Marion McKinley 
purchased the structure and had 
it moved to the present site. The 
house is now occupied by Mr. an 
Mrs. Morgan Keeler, while Mis 
McKinley lives next door.
The house originally was pur 
chased by Judge Harris when it 
was a small farm building. He sub­
sequently added a wing, and later 
occupants made other additions.
It is now a 10-room house with 
the original mantelpieces, oak 
floors, a few of the original w in­
dows and presumably the orginal 
front door. It has seen many 
structural changes, but is stiL 
early American in type.
The discovery of the dress was 
the subject of a short story by a 
former Albanian, Mary Raymond] 
Shipman Andrews. The story 
published in a 1929 issue o 
"Scribners” magazine, accurately! 
described the finding of the dres: 
in the Loudonville home, but use 
ficticous names.
The sequel to the Miss Harris-! 
Major Rathbone romance is that1 
the major, described as a fiery,
The Knickerbocker News Photo
The old Judge Harris estate in Cherrytree Rd., Loudonville, is of 
the early American type built around the time of the American 
Revolution. It was moved to its present site in 1927 from what 
is now the Frank A. McNamee property, about 500 feet east. 
Present occupants are Mr. aftid Mrs. Morgan Keeler.
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This poodle (an unpoodle-like poodle according to its owners, Mr. 
and Mrs. Morgan K eeler) sit before the original fireplace in the 
K eeler ’s early American home. Note the simplicity of the hand 
carved mantel as compared to the more complicated design of 
the later Colonial period.
tempermental person, became changed that she was hardly able 
jealous of his wife's attentions to to recognize him. The major’s 
their children and one night, as friends claimed that it was his 
she ascended the stairs in their brooding over the fact he coulda a n n o am n i n ia 
home, he murdered her. ihave saved Lincoln's life that put
An Albany women, who visited ihim in a state of depression, caus- 
him in prison, claimed he was so1 ing him to murder his wife.
